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Course Syllabus 
 
Course Information 
  
Course Title: World Religions 
  
Course Number: 206 
  
Course Date: Spring 2018 
  
Course Location: Room 217 
  
Instructor: Joel Hills 

862-3791 
jhills@rsu22.us 

  
Course Description: This course covers the major religions of the world (Judaism, Christianity, 

Islam, Buddhism, etc.) and the reasons why so much conflict exists both 
within and between those groups. Students will study the history of several 
religions from their beginnings to present day, discussing not only the 
evolution of each, but the reasons why so much strife has occurred. 

 
Prerequisite/Program: None 
 
Graduation Standards: (List all course standards students will meet proficiency to pass this 

course)  
 
Standards: World History: Religion Diversity & Identity 

Understands how the interactions of various religions has impacted  
history 

 
       Culture: Popular Culture in History 

Understands how of a specific aspect of popular culture has evolved in 
history. 
 

       Culture: Awareness and Understanding 
Understands contemporary cultural conflict in the world 

 
SLO: None 
 
Learning Outcomes 
  
Outcomes: (Place learning outcomes here. These 4-10 outcomes describe what major 

things students are to know and do {knowledge and skills and attitudes} by 
the end of the term. These outcomes should be the same for all courses of the 
same number.) 

 Example 



1.      Be able to participate in a class wide discussion 
2.      Be able to select a presentation method that matches the content 
3.      Be able to explain the difference between a cult, a faith system, and a  

religion 
4.      Be able to understand how to research various religions for  

commonality and difference 
    

Instructional Methods 
  
Methods: This course is taught using a variety of instructional methods.  Primarily it is 

a student centered course.  They develop the protocol around religion, select, 
as a class, the religions to look at, then apply the protocol.  It is focused on 
whole class discussions, small group work, project creation and writing. 

  
Supporting Materials 
  
Textbook Title: On-Line Sources 
Materials: Various websites, including Wikipedia 
  
Assignments 

       What is a religion protocol 
       List of religions to explore 
       Student choice of 4-6 religions throughout the semester 
       What did you learn about religion final . 

 
Assessment  
  
Formative assessment tools 

Homework assignments 
Class work assignments 
Class participation 
Informal student checkins 

 
 
Summative assessment tools 

Unit Ending Projects 
Final Project 

  
Grading Policy 

 There are a lot of assignments with this class.  You will have 
homework most nights.  I use a total points system to grade you on.  I 
will use rubrics to help you understand the grading and help you 
improve your work in this class.  Please put Powerschool on your 
Chromebook and use it often.  I will help if you need it.  There are a 
lot of group projects in this class and you will be expected to 
participate.   We will work a lot on grading in this class as the class 
develops.  
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